Prelude to the Coronation
placed on the throne, the King vacating it for the purpose, and
Prince Toon-htan touched the ground with his forehead seven
times before the image, swearing by it to be loyal and true.
Thiri-thu-dhamma now reoccupied the throne and a Court
Brahmin stepped forward and in a ritual apostrophe hailed him as
Lord of the White Elephant, rightful heir to the throne of Burma,
Lord of Bengal, Lord of Sea and Land, and of Life, and declared
that by divine grace he would become Lord of the World.
Then a crown from among those at his feet was handed to him,
and causing Toon-htan to mount the steps, which he did by
crawling, the King laid it on his head and gave him a sceptre. At
that, the golden net was drawn across: the ceremony was at an end.
When the audience broke up, Manrique found himself carried
along in a cheerful crowd of courtiers to the enclosure outside the
hall, where a hundred elephants of the Household were drawn up
in two lines and behind them many more belonging to lords who
had ridden them to the levee. There was a buzz of conversation;
sound of gongs and flutes filled the air5 and troupes of dancing
girls and acrobats postured or leaped, sang or made fun. It was a
gay scene. The Arakanese did not seem tired by the audience,
which must have been very long, for the sun was declining. But
Manrique felt quite e^xhausted and wanted to get home. He was
not to escape so easily. When Prince Toon-htan was about to
climb into the howdah of his elephant, Manrique and the Captain-
General of the Portuguese stepped forward to take leave of him.
'Father,' said he to the Friar, with the utmost cordiality, *I am
giving a dinner-party to-night at my house. You know my senti-
ments towards the Portuguese. We have always been on the best
of terms. Join my party, you and the Captain. I will take no refusal.
I positively insist.*
41 was much put out at finding myself in this predicament/
writes Manrique. But to decline the invitation was impossible. It
would have offended a man on whose good offices the Christian
community was dependent. Accordingly he accepted with a fine
Portuguese flourish, mentally resolving that on arrival at the
Prince's house he would slip away.
Two magnificent state elephants were then led up, one for him
and one for the Captain. But feeling it would be unbecoming for
Mm as a priest to parade alone through the town on an elephant
suited to a royal personage, he took a seat along with his com-
panion.
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